Access to health insurance in the United States.
One of the most compelling issues in United States health policy in the 1980s has been the growing number and proportion of the population with no health care coverage--no private health insurance, no Medicare coverage, no Medicaid coverage, no coverage through any other public or private program. Those without any coverage for health care expenses have come to be known as "the uninsured." The uninsured have increased from 27 million, 13 percent of the total population, in 1977 (Kasper, Walden, and Wilensky n.d.) to 37 million, 16 percent of the population, in 1987 (Short, Monheit, and Beauregard 1988). This article examines the reasons why health insurance coverage is an important issue, those groups most likely to be uninsured, the major sources and types of coverage for the insured population, and public policy options being considered to address the problem of access to health insurance.